SHIPWRECKED AND UNDER SIEGE

Acts 27

' The next day, as gale-force winds continued to batter the ship, the crew began throwing
the cargo overboard. ' The following day they even took some of the ship’s gear and threw
it overboard. 2° The terrible storm raged for many days, blotting out the sun and the stars,
until at last all hope was gone.

21 No one had eaten for a long time. Finally, Paul called the crew together and said,
“Men, you should have listened to me in the first place and not left Crete. You would
have avoided all this damage and loss. 22 But take courage! None of you will lose
your lives, even though the ship will go down. 2 For last night an angel of the God to
whom | belong and whom | serve stood beside me, 24 and he said, ‘Don't be afraid,
Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar! What's more, God in his goodness
has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.’ 2> So take courage! For | believe
God. It will be just as he said. 26 But we will be shipwrecked on an island.”

Judges 6

2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for
themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites
planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded
the country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and
did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. ° They
came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible
to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. ® Midian so
impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help.

Creation travails:

e Creation is shipwrecked and under siege.
e |t’s crying out for a miracle.

e It’sfocusis on past miracles.

e |t has a passive view to miracles

God responds with a miracle (Gideon, Paul, You and me):

e We are the miracle (active not passive)
o We are a now miracle
e The grace in the miracle is life giving and overflowing.



